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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: Proposal for a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Women’s Studies at the 

University of Iowa 
 
Date:  March 12, 2001 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Approve the University of Iowa’s proposal to establish a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Women’s Studies. 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
The University of Iowa requests approval of a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Women’s Studies.  Women’s Studies is an interdisciplinary field that incorporates 
perspectives from across the humanities, social sciences, arts, and natural 
sciences.  This program supports Goal #4 of the University’s 2000-2005 Strategic 
Plan to facilitate interdisciplinary interaction in teaching, research, and service, 
including providing interdisciplinary opportunities for every student. 
 
Few Iowa colleges and universities offer a women’s studies or gender studies 
option to students at the undergraduate level.  The University of Northern Iowa 
has a Master’s degree in Women’s Studies.  Iowa State University offers both BA 
and BS degrees.  However, in keeping with its mission, the focus of ISU’s 
programs is on science, technology, rural life and international development.  
The proposed major at the University of Iowa will be more focused on feminist 
anthropology, cultural studies, and women’s history, which are areas of strength 
and specialization of SUI’s faculty. 
 
The University currently offers a minor in Women’s Studies.  The proposed 
program will provide an opportunity for students to convert their minor into a 
major.  It will also provide an opportunity for students to undertake a double 
major.  The curriculum will draw on courses that already exist but will also require 
development of two new courses: a lower division introductory course on 
Gender, Race, and Class in the United States and a senior research seminar.  
Current resources will be sufficient for the first three years of the program. 
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The Board Office and the Interinstitutional Committee on Educational 
Coordination (ICEC) have reviewed the University’s responses to the Board of 
Regents questions on program duplication and new program approval and 
recommend approval. 
 
The University's responses to the Board of Regents questions on program 
duplication and new program approval are provided on pages 3-9 
(Attachment A). 
 
The proposed program was reviewed and “accepted” by the Iowa Coordinating 
Council on Post High School Education at its meeting on March 7, 2001. 
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